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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 1372 
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TAGS: SOPN, BA, XF 

SUBJECT: THE ARABIC PRESS: ONE RULER'S VIEW 

1 . SVIR OF BAHRAIN REMARKED TO ME RECENTLY THAT ARAB 
JOURNALISTS ARE BECOMING "THE REAL RICH" OF THE ARAB 
WORLD. I ASKED HOW THIS COULD BE TRUE. HE SAID THAT 
MANY REPORTERS ARE MAKING FORTUNES EXTORTING MONEY 
FROM RICH ARABS BY PROMISING FAVORABLE OR THREATENING 
UNFAVORABLE STORIES. 

2. AMIR CITED REPORTERS FROM BTEH AL-SIYYASAH AND 
AL-ANWAR WHO COVERED EUROPE LOOKING FOR "BAD" STORIES 
ABOUT ARAB LEADERS, STORIES WHICH WOULD NEVER SEE 
PRINT IF SUFFICIENT MONEY WAS PAID. HE SAID BOTH OF 
THESE REPORTERS HAD HUNG AROUND HIM HOPING FOR SOME 
DIRT DURING HIS RECENT VACATION IN GENEVA. AMIR SAID 
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BOTH DROVE ROLLS ROYCE CARS AND APPEARED IN THE BEST 
CLUBS WITH LOVELY EUROPEAN WOMEN. AMIR CLAIMED 
THAT THESE TWO ARE NOT UNUSUAL. THERE ARE MANY MORE. 

HE SAID HIS RESPONSE TO APPROACHES FROMTHESE JOURNALISTS 
IS TO SAY THAT BAHRAIN CANNOT AFFORD THEIR PRICE AND 
THEY CAN PRINT WHAT THEY LIKE. 
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3. AMIR SAID HE HAD BEEN TOLD BY ONE OF THESE 
JOURNALISTS THAT RIVALRY WITHIN UAE IS PROVING A BONANZA. 

TOP ADVISORS LIKE MAHDI TAJER AND SUWAIDI ARE PLAYED 
ONE AGAINST THE OTHER AND PAY HANDSOMELY BOTH TO PROTECT 
PATRONS AND ATTACK THEIR PATRON'S RIVALS. 

CLUVERIUS 
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